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Tops proposal gets good reviews

Continued from Page 1

DiMino received favorable
comments from municipal offi-
cials.

Historic Preservation Com-
mission member Rita Geiben
said, “I think it’s going to clean
that corner. ... Very nice look-
ing.”

Planning Commission Chair-
man Norm Machelor said, “It’s
going to be a big improvement

to the current situation.”

Pending final Village Board
of Trustees approval, “And if ev-
erything goes right, I'm hoping
to get it done before fall,” DiMi-
no noted. He said he anticipates
construction beginning in July
and wrapping in September.

DiMino said he has future
plans to renovate the bottle
room on the opposite side of the
front of the store.

Heart Love & Soul (cont.)

Continued from Page 1

“The dire need for our ser-
vices is evident in the numbers,”
Johnson said. “In 2022, our food
pantry distribution increased
over 40%. In the past 10 years,
we have served over 451,000
meals through our dining room
and provided over 865,900 meals
through our food pantry.”

Baetzhold is quick to add that
all agency services are provided
in ways that are respectful of
those it serves — people who
struggle with food insecurity,
poverty and homelessness. It’'s
an attitude that’s ingrained in the
organization’s DNA.

Next month’s anniversary
festivities will honor both Heart
Love & Soul’s donors and its
guests, as the organization calls
the people it serves.

“We have tons of activities
planned for them,” said devel-
opment Director Jennifer Stahl-
man. “We want to ensure our
guests get to participate. It's
guaranteed to be lots of fun for
them.”

A June 8 donor event show-
casing Heart Love & Soul’s pro-
grams, services and future plans
and unveiling the new therapeu-
tic community garden will cap
the week’s festivities.
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Richardson looks to convert Ridge Street
property info community center

Building sits next to Brickyard’s rear entrance

BY JOSHUA MALONI
G6M,/Managing Editor

Developer, professor and Ed-
win Mellen Press founder Her-
bert Richardson is working on a
plan to renovate the property next
to the Brickyard Pub & B.B.Q.’s
rear entrance, at 415 Ridge St.,,
Lewiston (pictured above).

Publishing Director Phil Viver-

ito said the goal is to create a mul-
tipurpose cultural center to host
talks and musical events, display
art, and sell books.

“We're excited about this proj-
ect. We think it would be an ex-
cellent showcase of the village
and its heritage,” he said. “It’s
very rich in heritage, that’s for
sure.”
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V1ver1to noted “If (the cultural
center is) successful, we plan
on then maybe having refresh-
ments, which would create a café
situation,” he said.

He stressed, “We are not trying
to compete, or to rob, local mom-
and-pops.”

The proposal is currently under
review by the Historic Preserva-
tion and Planning commissions.
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